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Lens Work: Celebrating LACMA’s Experimental
Photography at 50

Photography was founded on and developed as a result of
experimentation: it is a technology-based practice rife with
inherent uncertainties, despite its reputation for reliably
documenting reality. This installation celebrates the curatorial
drive informing over 50 years of collecting at LACMA, which
embraces experimentation in photography.

From works by the medium’s earliest practitioners to those by
contemporary artists, LACMA’s collection is rich in innovative
examples of what is often referred to as “the magic of
photography.” As lenses evolve and choices of final output
increase, photographic practice will no doubt continue to inspire
new ways of perceiving, seeing, and believing.

 

Image: Untitled, Sheila Pinkel, c. 1974–82, gelatin silver print, gift of the
artist, M.2011.149.2. © Sheila Pinkel,

Hammer Building, Level 3
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