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GOINGS ON ABOUT TOWN

ART

JUNE 29, 2009

MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES

 

METROPOLITAN MUSEUM

Fifth Ave. at 82nd St. (212-535-7710)—“Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul.”

Through Sept. 20. |  “Francis Bacon: A Centenary Retrospective.” Through Aug. 16. |  “The Pictures Generation,

1974-1984.” Through Aug. 2. |  “Roxy Paine on the Roof: Maelstrom.” Through Oct. 25. |  “The Model as Muse:

Embodying Fashion.” Through Aug. 9. |  “Pen and Parchment: Drawing in the Middle Ages.” Through Aug. 23.

(Open Tuesdays through Sundays, 9:30 to 5:30, and Friday and Saturday evenings until 9.)

 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

11 W. 53rd St. (212-708-9400)—“James Ensor.” Opens June 28. |  “Compass in Hand: Selections from the

Judith Rothschild Foundation Contemporary Drawings Collection.” Through Jan. 4. |  “Projects 90: Song Dong.”

Through Sept. 21. |  “Looking at Music: Side 2.” Through Nov. 30. |  “Aernout Mik.” Through July 27. (Open

Wednesdays through Mondays, 10:30 to 5:30, and Friday evenings until 8.)

 

GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM

Fifth Ave. at 89th St. (212-423-3500)—“Frank Lloyd Wright: From Within Outward.” Through Aug. 23. | 

“Intervals: Julieta Aranda.” Through July 19. (Open Fridays, and Sundays through Wednesdays, 10 to 5:45, and

Saturdays, 10 to 7:45.)

 

WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

Madison Ave. at 75th St. (212-570-3600)—“Dan Graham: Beyond.” Opens June 25. |  “Claes Oldenburg: Early

Sculpture, Drawings, and Happenings Films.” Through Aug. 30. |  “Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen:

The Music Room.” Through Aug. 30. |  “Sadie Benning: Play Pause.” Through Aug. 30. (Open Wednesdays,

Thursdays, and weekends, 11 to 6, and Fridays, 1 to 9.)

 

BROOKLYN MUSEUM

200 Eastern Parkway (718-638-5000)—“Yinka Shonibare MBE.” Opens June 26. |  “Gustave Caillebotte:

Impressionist Paintings from Paris to the Sea.” Through July 5. |  “Patricia Cronin: Harriet Hosmer, Lost and

Found.” Through Jan. 24. |  “Light of the Sufis: The Mystical Arts of Islam.” Through Sept. 6. |  “Reflections in the

Electric Mirror: New Feminist Video.” Through Jan. 10. (Open Wednesdays through Fridays, 10 to 5, and Saturdays

and Sundays, 11 to 6.)

 

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Central Park W. at 79th St. (212-769-5100)—“Extreme Mammals: The Biggest, Smallest, and Most Amazing

Mammals of All Time.” Through Jan. 3. |  “Climate Change: The Threat to Life and a New Energy Future.”

Through Aug. 16. (Open daily, 10 to 5:45.)

 

AMERICAN FOLK ART MUSEUM

45 W. 53rd St. (212-265-1040)—“Kaleidoscope Quilts: The Art of Paula Nadelstern.” The Bronx-based quilting

virtuoso does for fabric what mirrors do for a kaleidoscope, turning scraps of colored cloth into prismatic optical
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thrift shops. Because people rarely enter Ulrich’s frame, there’s a pervasive sense of abandonment and loss. In the

window of a furniture store whose interior has been stripped bare, a sign boasts “Over 100 Years.” Façades with ghosts

of former signage, empty parking lots, a sea of unused plastic hangers—this is the new economic landscape, and it’s

depressingly bleak. Through July 3. (Saul, 535 W. 22nd St. 212-627-2410.)

 

“THE EDGE OF VISION: ABSTRACTION IN CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY”

The critic and curator Lyle Rexer draws from the most recent work in his excellent history of photographic

abstraction, “The Edge of Vision: the Rise of Abstraction in Photography,” for this shrewd survey show. The nineteen

photographers here represent a wide variety of approaches, some of which are based in sly subversions of

representation (Barbara Kasten, Roland Fischer, Penelope Umbrico). But most of the artists use unusual and

deliberately accident-prone processes to turn out unique prints. These include Charles Lindsay’s alarming sci-fi

eruptions; Ellen Carey’s hard-edged, imageless Polaroids; and Ilan Wolff’s explosive encounters between the elements

and photographic paper. Through July 16. (Aperture, 547 W. 27th St. 212-505-5555.)

 

“PALOMAR: EXPERIMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHY”

Sensing a trend toward anything-goes experimentation (think Wolfgang Tillmans, Eileen Quinlan, Liz Deschenes),

the gallery pulls together a tight, terrific show of six young artists who use photography in unconventional ways. They

have little in common except nerve and formal grace, expressed in modestly scaled work. Perhaps the most elegant is

Phil Chang, who echoes Tillmans in two quasi-abstract images of curling paper. But Mariah Robinson, Tamar Halpern,

Asha Schechter, Talia Chetrit, and Nancy de Holl also make strong showings with layered, intriguing pictures that

deserve solo follow-up shows. Through June 27. (Marvelli, 526 W. 26th St. 212-627-3363.)

 

Short List

 

PETER BEGLEY: Zarre, 529 W. 20th St. 212-255-0202. Through July 24. ZARINA HASHMI: Luhring

Augustine, 531 W. 24th St. 212-206-9100. Through July 31. PAULA HAYES: Boesky, 509 W. 24th St. 212-680-9889.

Through Aug. 15. DOROTHY IANNONE: Kern, 532 W. 20th St. 212-367-9663. Opens June 25. CHRIS MARKER:

Peter Blum, 526 W. 29th St. 212-244-6055. Through July 31. STEPHEN SHORE: 303 Gallery, 525 W. 22nd St.

212-255-1121. Through July 18. BASIL WOLVERTON: Gladstone, 515 W. 24th St. 212-206-9300. Through Aug. 14.

“THE FEMALE GAZE”: Cheim & Read, 547 W. 25th St. 212-242-7727. Opens June 25. “SLOUGH”: Nolan, 527

W. 29th St. 212-925-6190. Through June 27.

 

GALLERIES—QUEENS

 

“PIG”

The motto of this carnivalesque summer group show could be cribbed from the title of Paola Pivi’s rhinestone-

encrusted gate: “If You Like It, Thank You. If You Don’t Like It, I Am Sorry. Enjoy Anyway.” At first, the point seems

to be that sight is not the only sense—take a whiff of Pivi’s stuffed ox standing in a mound of fragrant coffee beans, or

drop a quarter into one of the goofy motorized sculptures by the art collective Gelatin and tool around the gallery. But

egalitarian politics lurk beneath the free-for-all atmosphere. A Peter Max-bright wall text by Pivi reads “Free Tibet,”

and Gelatin titles one of its vehicles “Henry Moore for the Poor.” Through Aug. 9. (Deitch Studios, 4-40 44th Dr., Long

Island City. 212-343-7300.)

To get more of The New Yorker's signature mix of politics, culture and the arts: Subscribe Now
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